It is well known that some sera giving false positive reactions with the standard serological tests for syphilis (STS) show a pattern which is very seldom found in syphilitic sera, while in other falsely reacting sera the strength or pattern of the STS give no clue to specificity. Less 4, 1958. clarification (4 = complete clarification, 0 = no clarification). For both reactions the titre value is given as the sum of the titration scores; the titre value thus runs roughly parallel to the logarithm of the reagin content in the serum.
The WaR or MKR titres of a patient are said to be constant if the difference between the highest and the lowest titre value observed is two whole dilution-steps or less, i.e. less than nine.
Results
The material is briefly presented in Table I (opposite). The maximum observation time was 8 years, the minimum 2 years. One patient had an increasing, and one a falling WaR titre, and in six the WaR titre was constant. Two patients had negative WaR tests in all samples, and in one patient the course of the WaR titre was indefinable because of repeated zone phenomena.
Three patients had increasing MKR titres and in five the MKR titres were constant.
In three patients all the specimens were positive in the WaR only, reactions of this type being, in our experience, nearly always non-specific.
A decreasing titre has thus been found in only one patient. The three patients with increasing MKR titres (Cases 1, 2, and 3) were all found among those observed for the longest time. The MKR titres in these three patients are shown graphically in the Figure (opposite). In all of them the MKR titres have increased despite earlier anti-syphilitic treatment (see below). If other laboratories would examine the course of the STS titres in such reactors, valuable information should be obtained.
Many chronic biologic false positive STS reactors suffer from a collagen disease (Moore and Lutz, 1955; Miller, Brodey, and Hill, 1957) . It is a not unreasonable hypothesis, that in these patients the clinical symptoms and the false positive reactions stem from a common cause. It seems worthwhile to continue the observation of the STS titres in chronic false positive reactors even after the nature of the reactions has been established.
